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CLIENT
Hanseatic City of Lübeck, building and construction authority

ARCHITECT
gmp Architekten von Gerkan, Marg und Partner, Hamburg

PROJECT DATA
Planning and construction period 1990 - 1994
Gross floor area / gross volume 18,400 m² / 112,600 m³
Cost of construction approx. 35 million euros

SERVICES RENDERED
Room acoustics, building acoustics
Consulting during all work phases, site supervision, final 
acceptance testing, accompaniment of initial operation period

PROJECT .   After a construction period of two years only, the high-
class event center “MuK“ was inaugurated near Lübeck‘s Holsten 
Gate and the river Trave. The core of this sophisticated cultural buil-
ding is an excellent concert hall seating up to 2,000 which serves as 
the main venue of the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival and may also 
be used for conventions. The widely glazed circular foyer with a view 
to Lübeck‘s historic center is designed for a multi-purpose usage such 
as meetings, trade fairs, exhibitions, concerts and a lot more.

ACOUSTICS .   In the concert hall with its traditional shoebox shape, 
diffusely reflecting wall coverings with their undulating surface struc-
tures ensure a balanced sound and reverberation times of up to 2 s. 
For the area above the podium, a stainless steel reflector element was 
developed which facilitates the aural contact among the musicians  
and at the same time fulfills the architects‘ aesthetic requirements.

By skillfully tuning the sound reinforcement system as well as by instal-
ling acoustic curtains, the reverberation time can be reduced to such 
an extent that the concert hall achieves the acoustical quality of a con-
ference hall. The structural separation of the concert hall and other 
parts of the building ensures a very high sound insulation standard; as 
a result, the concert hall is used as a recording venue for classical music 
productions by the NDR (North German broadcasting corporation).

1 View to the podium
2 Lateral view to the podium 
3 Undulating wall surfaces
4 Orchestra rehearsal room
5 Exterior view of the event foyer
Pictures: Klaus Frahm

MUSIC AND CONGRESS HALL, LÜBECK, GERMANY


